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WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR CHILD IS ILL DURING THIS TIME?



HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT YOUR SON/DAUGHTER

• REVISION ENVIRONMENT

• SET A REVISION TIMETABLE AND SUPPORT THEM IN IT

• SUPPORT IN REVISION ASK THEM QUESTIONS 

• HEALTHY EATING

• BE PREPARED WHEN EXAMS OCCUR

• ASTHMA/ALLERGIES ETC



23RD AUGUST 2018



GOOGLE DRIVE

• EMAIL OF GOOGLE DRIVE REVISION RESOURCE

• ACCESS REVISION RESOURCES AND VIDEOS FROM ALL DEVICES



HELPING YOUR CHILD IN 
MATHEMATICS



MATHS EXAMINATIONS

• MATHEMATICS GCSE IS BASED ON THREE EXAMINATIONS TAKEN IN THE SUMMER OF YEAR 11

- PAPER 1 IS A NON CALCULATOR PAPER

- PAPERS 2 AND 3 ARE CALCULATOR PAPERS

• THERE ARE TWO TIERS WITHIN THE MATHEMATICS GCSE

- HIGHER TIER (GRADES 4 TO 9, GRADE 3 AVAILABLE)

- FOUNDATION TIER (GRADES 1 TO 5)

• SETS 1-3 WILL TAKE THE HIGHER GCSE, WHILE SET 4 WILL TAKE THE FOUNDATION GCSE



THE NEW MATHEMATICS GCSE

• THE NEW MATHEMATICS GCSE IS MUCH MORE CHALLENGING THAN THE PREVIOUS GCSE

• A GREATER EMPHASIS HAS BEEN PLACED ON ‘READING FOR UNDERSTANDING’ AND ‘PROBLEM 

SOLVING’

• LEARNING AND USING FORMULAE, ALTHOUGH STILL IMPORTANT, IS LESS OF A FEATURE AS 

STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO USE A RANGE OF MATHEMATICAL SKILLS TO SOLVE 

DIFFERENT MATHEMATICAL PROBLEMS



HOW TO MAXIMISE MARKS IN EXAMS

• READ THE QUESTION CAREFULLY, DRAWING OUT KEY INFORMATION

• SHOW ALL WORKINGS. IN THE NEW MATHS EXAM, IT IS POSSIBLE TO SCORE 0 MARKS EVEN 

IF THE ANSWER IS CORRECT. 75-80% OF ALL MARKS AVAILABLE ARE FOR WORKINGS.

• BRING IN FULL MATHS EQUIPMENT (WE HAVE A MATHS SHOP). MARKS ARE LOST FOR NOT 

USING MATHEMATICAL EQUIPMENT IN THE EXAM. BEFORE THE EXAM, WE WILL PRACTISE IN 

LESSONS HOW TO USE THE EQUIPMENT PROPERLY.



HELP AVAILABLE

• WE OFFER AFTER-SCHOOL SUPPORT WITH FOCUSED MATHSWATCH AND EXAM PAPER 

REVISION SESSIONS

• KEY TOPICS FOR REVISION ARE AVAILABLE ON MATHSWATCH AND IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK IS 

PROVIDED

• USING PAST PAPERS WILL HELP DEVELOP THE SKILLS AND SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE NEEDED FOR 

THE MATHEMATICS GCSE. PAPERS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE – PLEASE COME TO F16 TO RECEIVE 

ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION PAPERS.



WHAT YOU CAN DO AT HOME

• ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO COMPLETE MATHSWATCH AND ADDITIONAL EXAM PAPERS. IF 

THERE IS SOMETHING THEY CANNOT DO, THEY CAN EITHER WATCH THE MATHSWATCH VIDEO 

OR SEE A MATHS TEACHER FOR HELP

• CREATE STUDY GROUPS WHERE FRIENDS COME TOGETHER TO REVISE

• COMPLETE PUZZLES AND LOGICAL THINKING TASKS TO IMPROVE PROBLEM SOLVING

• USING CUE CARDS TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN FORMULAE

• HELP YOUR CHILD STICK TO THEIR REVISION TIMETABLE AND REWARD THEM WHEN THEY DO

• REINFORCE A POSITIVE FEELING ABOUT MATHS – YOU CAN DO MATHS 



ENGLISH LITERATURE AND 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

WHAT’S ON EACH EXAM.

WHAT ARE THE EXPECTATIONS OF EACH QUESTION.

WHAT CAN I DO TO ENSURE I AM PREPARED.



ENGLISH LITERATURE ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

• A01: READ, UNDERSTAND AND RESPOND TO TEXTS. MAINTAIN A CRITICAL STYLE AND DEVELOP AND INFORMED PERSONAL RESPONSE. 

USE TEXTUAL REFERENCES, INCLUDING QUOTATIONS, TO SUPPORT AND ILLUSTRATE INTERPRETATIONS.

• A02: ANALYSE THE LANGUAGE, FORM AND STRUCTURE USED BY THE WRITER TO CREATE MEANINGS AND EFFECTS, USING RELEVANT 

SUBJECT TERMINOLOGY.

• A03: SHOW UNDERSTANDING OF THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN TEXTS AND THE CONTEXTS IN WHICH THEY WERE WRITTEN.

• AO4: USE A RANGE OF VOCABULARY AND SENTENCE STRUCTURES FOR CLARITY, PURPOSE AND EFFECT, WITH ACCURATE SPELLING 

AND PUNCTUATION.



ENGLISH LITERATURE PAPER 1 AND 2

LITERATURE PAPER 2

• WRITTEN EXAM: 2 HOUR 15 MINUTES

• 96 MARKS

• 60% OF GCSE

SECTION 1: AN INSPECTOR CALLS (34  MARKS) RESPONDING TO ONE OF TWO OPTIONS.

• A01 – 12 MARKS

• A02  - 12 MARKS

• A03 – 6 MARKS

• AO4 - 4 MARKS FOR SPAG

•

SECTION 2: SEEN POETRY (ANTHOLOGY POEMS ðCOMPARE ONE POEM TO ANOTHER)

• A01 – 12 MARKS

• A02  - 12 MARKS

• A03 – 6 MARKS

SECTION 3: UNSEEN POETRY (TOTAL 32 MARKS)

• 24 MARKS ANALYSING ONE POEM (A01 AND A02)

• 8 MARKS COMPARISON OF UNSEEN POEMS (A02 ONLY)

Literature Paper 1

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

64 marks

40% of GCSE

Section 1: Macbeth(34 marks) Extract based question

AO1 – 12 marks

AO2  - 12 marks

AO3 – 6 marks

AO4 - 4 marks for SPaG

Section 2: Jekyll and Hyde (30 marks) Extract based question

AO1 – 12 marks

AO2  - 12 marks

AO3 – 6 marks



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

• READING

• AO1:IDENTIFY AND INTERPRET EXPLICIT AND IMPLICIT INFORMATION AND IDEAS. SELECT AND SYNTHESISE EVIDENCE FROM DIFFERENT 

TEXTS.

• AO2: EXPLAIN, COMMENT ON AND ANALYSE HOW WRITERS USE LANGUAGE AND STRUCTURE TO ACHIEVE EFFECTS AND INFLUENCE 

READERS, USING RELEVANT SUBJECT TERMINOLOGY TO SUPPORT THEIR VIEWS

• AO3: COMPARE WRITERS’ IDEAS AND PERSPECTIVES, AS WELL AS HOW THESE ARE CONVEYED, ACROSS TWO OR MORE TEXTS

• AO4: EVALUATE TEXTS CRITICALLY AND SUPPORT THIS WITH APPROPRIATE TEXTUAL REFERENCES

Writing

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register 
for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.

AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each 
specification as a whole.)



ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 1 AND 2

LANGUAGE PAPER 1: NARRATIVE FICTION

• 1 HR 45 MINS

• 80 MARKS

• 50% OF YOUR LANG. GCSE

SECTION 1: EXTENDED COMPREHENSION 40 MARKS TOTAL (1HR)

• Q1: FOUR STATEMENTS: INFERENCE (4 MARKS)

• Q2: LANGUAGE ANALYSIS (8 MARKS)

• Q3: STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS (8 MARKS)

• Q4: EXTENDED RESPONSE (20 MARKS)

SECTION 2: CREATIVE WRITING USING STIMULUS

• 40 MARKS TOTAL (45 MINS)

• 24 MARKS FOR CONTENT AND ORGANISATION

• 16 MARKS FOR SPAG

Language Paper 2: Non-fiction Comparison between 19th & 20th/21st C

• 1 hr 45 mins

• 80 marks

• 50% of your Lang. GCSE

Section 1: 40 marks total (1 hr)

• Q1: True or False (4 marks)

• Q2: Summarise (8 marks)

• Q3: Language analysis (12 marks)

• Q4: Comparison (16 marks)

Section 2: Creative response (letter, speech, newspaper article)

• 40 Marks total (45 mins)

• 24 marks for content and organisation

• 16 marks for SPaG



SPEAKING AND LISTENING COMPONENT

• STUDENTS MUST UNDERTAKE A PREPARED SPOKEN PRESENTATION ON A SPECIFIC TOPIC. THE 

TOPIC IS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE STUDENT. AS A GUIDE, THE DURATION SHOULD BE NO 

MORE THAN TEN MINUTES.

• THIS RECEIVES NO WEIGHTING BUT IT IS COMPULSORY IN ORDER TO COMPLETE YOUR 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE.

AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting

AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and feedback on 

presentations

AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations.



SO WHAT SHOULD WE BE ENCOURAGING?

• FOCUSED TIME ON HOMEWORK TASKS. THE EXAMS HAVE STRICT TIME CONSTRAINTS AND WE 

MUST PREPARE FOR THIS.

• QUOTES. QUOTES. QUOTES. CANNOT STRESS ENOUGH HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO BE ABLE TO 

RECALL QUOTES FOR ALL LITERATURE TEXTS.

• LANGUAGE ANALYSIS SKILLS. THIS IS IMPORTANT FOR ALL TOPICS AND THEREFORE CAN BE 

PRIORITISED. THIS INCLUDES KNOWLEDGE OF SPECIFIC TERMINOLOGY.

• ABILITY TO ‘READ BETWEEN THE LINES’. IF PREPARING WITH YOUR CHILD, ASK THEM QUESTIONS 

THAT WILL ALLOW THEM TO THINK PAST THE WORDS ON THE PAGE.





How stressful has life 

become?

What are your 

pressures?

Children's 

welfare

Ageing 

parents

Money 

worries

Work 

pressures

Pensions 

Mortgage

Career 

progression



What pressures are 

our children under?

Exam anxiety

Not getting to 

university or 

getting a job

Letting their 

parents 

down

Not feeling 

like they are  

good enough

Friendship 

issues  

Peer 

pressure 

Failing 

GCSE exams



MINDFULNESS

"Mindfulness also allows us to become more aware of 

the stream of thoughts and feelings that we experience 

and to see how we can become entangled in that stream 

in ways that are not helpful.ó

Professor Mark Williams



WHY MINDFULNESS?

• Supports “readiness to learn.”

• Strengthens attention and concentration. 

• Reduces anxiety before testing. 

• Promotes self-reflection and self-calming. 

• Improved memory, focus, and mental processing speed 

• Provides tools to reduce stress. 

• Reduced rumination (repetitively going over a thought or problem) 

• Improved ability to manage emotions



What we have provided in school

Meditations

Fight or Flight - The stress response

Understanding their own stress triggers and indicators.

What to do when they are stressed.

Positive thinking.

How can I help myself?



MINDFUL EXERCISES

3 deep breaths

Finger trace

Grounding

Mindful eating exercise

7/11 breathing techniques



HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD.

1. Help them get into the habit of setting a daily intention 

each morning by simply deciding how they will structure 

their study time.

2. Tell them that having the determination to go through 

with the exam is a great success in itself.

3. Ensure they get enough sleep during revision times and 

while exams are taking place. 



HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD.

5. Let them know that nerves, fear, worries about their exams and 

revision are normal and that you understand.

6. Allow them time for relaxation, cooking, eating well and 

positive socialising.  

7. Encourage them to gently repeat a positive phrase to themselves 

(ôI have achieved well todayõ)  to help their mind switch o from 

their studies.



GCSE SCIENCE



NEW GCSE CHANGES

LINEAR EXAMS

NEW GCSE GRADING SCALE 9-1

REMOVAL OF COURSEWORK 

MORE SCIENCE CONTENT 

A LEVEL SCIENCE CONTENT

PHYSICS FORMULAS REMOVED

SYNOPTIC 

NO MIXING OF TIERS OF ENTRY 

FOUNDATION (GCSE 1-5) HIGHER (GCSE 4-9)



GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE ðDOUBLE AWARD



GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCE 



GCSE SCIENCE  - ASSESSMENTS

MULTIPLE CHOICE

SHORT ANSWER

LONGER EXTENDED WRITING – 6 MARKS



GCSE SCIENCE  - ASSESSMENTS

MINIMUM OF 12 CORE PRACTICALS

- APPARATUS

- METHOD

- RESULTS

- CALCULATIONS

- GRAPH SKILLS

- CONCLUSION & EVALUATION 



GCSE SCIENCE  - ASSESSMENTS MATHS

BIOLOGY – MINIMUM 10% MATHS

CHEMISTRY – MINIMUM 20% MATHS

PHYSICS – MINIMUM 30% MATHS

PHYSICS: RECALL, MINIMUM OF 17 FORMULAS, APPLY 

AND REARRANGE.

SI UNITS 



HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

ACTIVE LEARN

GRADE GORILLA

REVISION GUIDE

EXAM QUESTIONS

LAB BOOKS

SCIENCE SURGERY



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD WITH 
REVISION

INFORMATION AND ADVICE FOR PARENTS



PLANNING FOR REVISION

• PROVIDE YOUR CHILD WITH A DISTRACTION-FREEENVIRONMENT.

• PRODUCE A REVISION TIMETABLE WITH YOUR CHILD.

• BREAK DOWN REVISION INTO MANAGEABLE CHUNKS WITH LOTS OF SHORT 

BREAKS.

• ENSURE YOUR CHILD HAS ALL THE NECESSARY RESOURCES



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• TIME THEM ON TESTS AND PRACTICE PAPERS

• GET THEM TO EXPLAIN WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN LEARNING TO YOU

• READ THROUGH THEIR NOTES WITH THEM

• KEEP THE HOME ENVIRONMENT AS CALM AS POSSIBLE

• ENCOURAGE THEM AND SHARE IN THEIR SUCCESS






