
SOW overview 

Scheme of 
Work Foci: 

KS4 Year 11- Exploring the 4 Concept 

areas; developing evaluative readers 

and creators; making industry-ready 

succeeders 

Exam Specification (If 
applicable) 

Eduqas 

The Westgate School Curriculum Intent 

We aim to nurture students in an aspirational environment with relevant, engaging, active learning 

experiences where students develop the skills and knowledge to become #equippedforlife. 

At the end of this SOW, a 
Westgate Student will... 

develop vocational understanding of the media and its role in 
contemporary culture, society and politics; understand how media shape our 
perceptions of the world through the representations, ideas and points of view 
they offer. The media has real relevance and importance in our lives today, 
providing us with ways to communicate, with forms of cultural expression and 
the ability to participate in key aspects of society. Media industries employ 
large numbers of people worldwide and generate significant global profit. The 
globalised nature of the contemporary media, ongoing technological 
developments and more opportunities to interact with the media suggest their 
centrality in contemporary life can only increase. Students will be well placed to 
pursue a career in the industry both locally, and nationally. 

Key subject knowledge that pupils 
should know by the end of this 
SOW? 

Key Skills that will be developed 
by the SOW 

Industry links and relevant learning in 
this SOW 

• Industries- British Press, Music, 
their regulators and 
practices/intentions 

• Media Representation- depictions 
of gender/race and social group 
in the music industry 

• Media Audiences- the Uses and 
Gratifications Theory and 
Reception Theory  

 

• Analysis of a range of textual 
types 

• Knowledge retention and 
application 

• Write terminologically 

• Explain points and ideas 

• Evaluative and Comparative 
writing 

 

• British Press- journalist workshop and 
gatekeeping exercise  

• IPSO and OfCom 

• Shooting Music Videos and website 
creation 

 

How does this SOW 
build on prior 
learning and 

prepare students 
for the next phase? 

  

Previous phase links – KS3 Key preparation for the next phase – KS5 

Building on English Media and Art 
exposure, this SoW introduces the 
fundamental aspects of Media Studies 
prior to the subsequent SoWs exploring 
them more fully in a range of relevant 
industrial contexts 

Through the Media Set Products, pupils would 

have developed their knowledge of the 

Assessment Objectives (A01, A02 and A03) 

which have overlap with Key Stage 5 entry and 

creates a feeling of familiarity with regards to 

the key learning outcomes and aims. Learners 

will gain personal development in their 

consumption, tech-savvy abilities to interface 

with industries and markets, growing as 

discerning readers of bias and ideological 

agenda, whilst also preparing for careers in Film 

and TV, journalism, marketing, the public sector 

and production. 
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How does this SOW 
take account of 
local context? 

Music creation and local newspaper industrial contexts are referenced and explored 
throughout the SoW 
 

How do these SOW 
link to other areas 
of the Westgate 

curriculum? 

Links to Art with visual coding, Photography for shot composition, framing and lighting. 
Links to English with decoding reading verbal code and constructing sentence and whole 
text level responses. Links to social sciences for the background contexts of adverts and 
demography of audiences. 
 

Differentiation/Support for Student Groups 

Disadvantaged 
Support 

Disadvantaged students can be 
provided with the following support: 

• Class materials and slides 
provided before the lesson 

• Video clips have subtitles 

• Access to revision guides, copies 
of the texts 

• Seating plans 

Challenge 

Challenge is provided through: 

• Video clips are differentiated 

• Access to advanced subject 
knowledge  

• To read a range of critical texts 

• Supra-curriculum expectations 
 

SEND Support 

SEND students can be provided with 
the following support: 

• Adapted resources/instructions 

• Dual coded linguistic breakdown 

of rubric in Test elements  

• Summaries of the texts 

Students who 
need support 
with reading  

Reading support is provided 
through: 

• Reading overlays 

• Teaching Assistants 

• Guided questioning 

• Dual coded ppts and visuals 
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Yr. 11 
 

 6 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 

Overview 

 

 

At least one 

Cumulative Subject 

Test (CST) per term. 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term  

Topic and activities, Knowledge and Skills 

Introduction to newspapers- learners gain key 

terminology and sense of industry agendas and British 

political spectrum 

Overview and Conventions of British newspapers - 

learners develop headline making, inference skills and 

language influence 

Genres, Political bias of British newspapers - learners 

deconstruct and apply explanations to newspaper 

choices 

The Guardian – Media Language, Representation – 

age/ethnicity - learners explore the set product and 

develop revision and research/annotation skills  

The Guardian – issues in context- learners develop 

contextual understanding to the point of mastery in 

prose 

TEST Exam focus Mini assessment on the Guardian  

BOOST The Sun – introduction and overview, Media 

Language - learners create more complex outcomes in 

reading of Set Product 

The Sun – Representation (issues), Social Class  

Industry Links to News and publishing  

Topic and activities, Knowledge and Skills 

Introduction to music videos- learners understand 

the differences between genres over time and the 

changing issues and ideas behind the set product 

MVs 

Conventions of music videos and genre- learners 

can identify, analyse and critique conventions of 

MVs in music genres 

Music video, technical devices and synergy- 

learners develop mastery in making cross-

contextual links between time-period and text 

TEST- Analysis of contemporary video 1- Taylor Swift 

“The Man” – Media Language and Representation  

 Taylor Swift website - audience focus, exam focus - 

learners develop research and analytical skills  

END OF UNIT TEST - (Audiences question on Uses of 

websites) (CST) 

 

HALF TERM 

Analysis of contemporary video 2 – Stormzy- 

Superheroes– Media Language and Representation 

- learners develop mastery in deconstructive and 

media reading skills 

Topic and activities, Knowledge and Skills 

Revision and Exam Practice- Tailored Provision based 

around past papers and Westgate Way  

Media Teachers to prepare combined materials on 

the different sections 

 

 

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS 

  



SOW overview 
END OF UNIT TEST - The Sun – Comparative Analysis 

(CST) 

HALF TERM 

Newspaper industry – overview, issues, ownership - 

learners broach Curran and Seaton, cultural industries 

and owners such as Murdoch and DMGT 

The Sun – industry overview, ownership & context, 

political leaning & historical context  

The Sun and The Guardian- walking talking mock – 

learners develop timing and exam techniques, language 

of exams and understanding of relevance 

Audience The Guardian and The Sun – Target Audience- 

learners explore the nature and expectations of 

audience targeting and traditions in the print media 

TEST- Audience and The Sun – Readership Exam (CST) 

 Question – Newspapers – set product and comparison 

with unseen  

REACT/Boost Lesson  

END OF UNIT TEST- (Newspaper Representations) 

Revision and Exam Practice- subject to move to October 

half term area dependent on dates of mocks   

Stormzy website: audience focus, exam focus  

Contextual music video –TLC ‘Waterfalls’- analysis - 

learners become writing specialists in recording and 

expressing facts and reasoning under pressure 

TEST- Exam focus - Stormzy “Superheroes”   

REACT/Boost Lesson Podcast making - learners 

revisit year 10 project work and complete using 

mastered critical and practical working skills, for 

submission 

END OF UNIT TEST Exam focus – comparison of old 

vs. new music videos Assessment (CST) 

 

 

Finalise NEA outcomes for Submission 

Knowledge 

• British newspaper frameworks- Language, 

Audience, Industries and Representations 

• The Sun and The Guardian ideological frameworks 

and branding 

Knowledge 

• Music Video Genres and forms 

• US and UK music markets  

• Production and Distribution contexts 

• Audience and Industry theories 

Knowledge 

• Synoptic reflection of whole course, using short 

memory tests and whole class collaborative 

learning and revision techniques 

• Revision strategies 
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• UK political mainstream/spectrum and News 

Values 

• Folk Devils and Moral Panics 

• 1990s contexts for US rap and hip-hop 

cultures 

• Star Theory, Fandom Theory, Alvarado’s 

Theory 

Skills 

• Analysis of unseen texts - Daily Mail front 

cover and The Mirror “Trump’s Election” 

• Application of theory- Livingstone and Lunt, 

Curran and Seaton, Hesmondhalgh and Shirky 

• Developing Barthes’ layers of semiotic 

deconstruction- the denotative, connotative 

and mythic  

• Pluralistic reading 

Skills 

• Cross-comparative writing and analysis 

• Responding to unseen with range and depth 

• Applying contextual knowledge to textual 

choices 

 

Skills 

• Independent research and investigative skills 

• Thinking and inquiry skills 

• Exam rubric deconstruction and exploration 

Subject Specific Vocab 

Masthead, kicker, strapline, standfast, copy, anchorage, 

ear/pug/puff, banner, splash, slogan, dateline, co-

optation, frequency, relevance, magnitude, power elite, 

unambiguity, agenda 

Subject Specific Vocab 

Hegemony, horizontal and vertical integration, 

commodity, construction and icon, fanfic, 

prosumer, digital democracy, racial profiling 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Whole course terminology glossary 

Assessment 

 

Sub-topic tests every 4-6 weeks 

At least one Cumulative Subject Test (CST) per term. 

1) Mini assessment on the Guardian  

2) The Sun – Comparative Analysis  (CST) 

Post-half term  

3) Set product (The Sun) and comparison with 

unseen (CST) 
4) Newspaper Representations- comparison of 

The Guardian and Unseen  

1) "The Man” analysis 

2) Audience Uses and Gratifications 

questions (CST) 

Post-half term 

3) Exam task on Superheroes and 

Waterfalls (CST) 
 

Public Examinations 
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Common 
Misconceptions 

“No one reads newspapers- it's all about TikTok” 

“Tories are Left and Labour is Right”; “The Sun is Left 

and Guardian is Right” 

“Taylor Swift isn’t a good artist” 

AIDs can/could only be transmitted by unsafe sex 

“As long as my coursework is alright, I’m fine” 

Wider Reading 

 

Resource (eduqas.co.uk) 

Representation - Media Studies: Eduqas GCSE 

(senecalearning.com) 

The Guardian Front Cover - Media Studies 

Revision [Eduqas] (youtube.com) 

1f-tlc-waterfalls-factsheet.pdf (wjec.co.uk) 

GCSE Media - TLC Waterfalls (youtube.com) 

05 GCSE Media Studies_C05.indd 

(illuminatepublishing.com) 

GCSE Media Studies | Eduqas 

 

Cross Curricular 

 

Links to Business Studies and Sociology for Althusser’s 
ISA and RSA, corporate interests and ownership models. 
Links to Photography for shot composition, framing and 
lighting. Links to English with decoding reading verbal 
code and constructing sentence and whole text level 
responses. Links to politics and ethics for news agenda 
and consumption (Leveson inquiry). 

Links to English with cross-comparative writing, 

finalising NEA work. Links to Music in the industry 

contexts and IT in web page layouts and purposes. 

  

 

https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1885
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/gcse/media-studies/eduqas/2-6-6-representation
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/gcse/media-studies/eduqas/2-6-6-representation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVWlauBIL7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVWlauBIL7s
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2018-19/wjec18-19_3-5/pdf/1f-tlc-waterfalls-factsheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r40hohDAmvo
https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/05-WJEC-Eduqas-GCSE-Media-Studies_TLC.pdf
https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/05-WJEC-Eduqas-GCSE-Media-Studies_TLC.pdf
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-gcse/#tab_pastpapers

