
SOW overview 

Scheme of 
Work Title: KS3 Religious Studies Exam Specification 

(If applicable) N/A 
The Westgate School Curriculum Intent 

We aim to nurture students in an aspirational environment with relevant, engaging, active learning 
experiences where students develop the skills and knowledge to become #equippedforlife. 

At the end of this SOW, a 
Westgate RS student will... 

have an idea of their own beliefs and values and be able apply these to 
real life scenarios. 
Understand who the six world religions are along with what non-religious 
world views are and be able to explain some of their key practices and beliefs.  
Be able to explain the link between religious beliefs and societies values, how 
they are interlinked and can affect each other. 

Key subject knowledge that pupils 
should know by the end of this 
SOW? 

Key Skills that will be developed by 
the SOW 

Industry links and relevant learning 
in this SOW 

• What a religion is. 
• What non-religious beliefs are. 
• Key teachings from religious 

and non-religious teachings. 
• An understanding of ethical 

theories. 

• An Inquisitive mind 
• Evaluation Skills 
• Research Skills 
• Communication Skills 
• Analytical Skills 

• Sense of identity 
• Multicultural Britain 
• Links to recent news stories. 
• A sense of community and their 

benefits 

How does this SOW 
build on prior 
learning and 

prepare students 
for the next phase? 

  

Previous phase links – KS2 Key preparation for the next phase – KS4 

Everyone should have studied Christianity, 
plus one other religion. Should have 
focused on the following points: 
Religious leaders and sacred texts. 
Links between belief and expression. 
How beliefs can guide lifestyle choices. 
How identity can be shaped by family, 
community, and practice. 

Christianity and Islam will be a key focus 
(Along with Buddhism to be in line with local 
syllabus), These will be the religions studied 
for GCSE. 
 
Core RS – Some of the core teachings taught 
in KS3 which will then be applied to different 
topics through KS4. 

How does this SOW 
take account of 
local context? 

It will touch on all 6 of the world religions and non-religious beliefs to incorporate as many 
people's beliefs as possible. Slough is one of the most religious places in the UK, we want 
to celebrate that. Christianity and Islam are the 2 largest religions, so these will be focal 
points.  

How does this SOW 
link to other areas 
of the Westgate 

curriculum? 

 Strong links with PD curriculum to support building a narrative for developing good 
characteristics. 

Differentiation/Support for Student Groups 

Disadvantaged 
Support 

Disadvantaged students can be provided 
with the following support: 
• Printed resources 
• Equipment available in class 
 

Challenge 

Challenge is provided through: 
• Extension tasks pushing them 

to make connections between 
units 

• Differentiated tasks and 
outcomes, along with 
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differentiated information 
sheets 

SEND Support 

SEND students can be provided with the 
following support: 
• Sentence starters 
• Differentiated tasks and outcomes, 

along with differentiated 
information sheets 

• Levelled Learning objectives. 
• Keyword sheets and displays 

Students who 
need support 
with reading  

Reading support is provided 
through: 
• Overlays provided 
• Class readings when required 
• If individual reading, support 

from teacher given along with 
differentiated handouts. 
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Yr. 7 
 

 1 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Faith and Religion 

Example activities Topic 

Misrepresentation of Religion 
in the media 

Example activities Topic 

Health benefits of Religion 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• 6 world faiths  
• Worldviews 
• The meaning of faith 
• Census data 
• Religious populations and 

practices in Slough 

- Name the 
religion from the 
images. 

- Key word match 
up. 

- Survey of faiths 
in the class. 

- Create a table of 
Similarities and 
differences 
between faiths 

 

Knowledge 
• Presentation of religion 

in the news 
• Presentation of religion 

in entertainment 
(Music, TV, and Movies) 

• Is Religion to blame for 
war? 

• Is terrorism linked to 
religion? 

- Analysis of 
sources to find 
the reason 
behind a war. 

- Analysis of 
Islam news 
stories. 

- Analysis of 
Christianity in 
TV 

Knowledge 
• Mindfulness 
• The body a gift from God. 
• Moral teachings which 

focus on improving 
mental health. 

• Religious views on staying 
healthy. 

- Analysis of 
Buddhist 
hatred is like 
poison parable. 

- Mindfulness 
techniques 

- Evaluation of 
whether 
fasting is 
healthy for 
you. 

 

Skills 

• Reflection 
• Analytical thinking 
• Maths 

Skills 

• Analytical Thinking 
• Communication 
• Evaluation 

Skills 

• Self-Reflection 
• Analytical thinking 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• 6 world religions 
• Atheist 
• Agnostic 
• Belief 
• Practices 
• Census 
• Religion 
• Humanist 
• Faith 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Islamophobia 
• Antisemitism 
• Cult 
• Terrorism 
• Political 
• Peace 
• Justice 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Mindfulness 
• Mental Health 
• Wellbeing 
• Forgiveness 
• Fasting 
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Assessment

 

 

Assessment for the last 2 units. 
20 short answer questions 
1 extended writing answer. 

 

See next Term 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

Students' knowledge of percentages and pie charts. 

Students' knowledge of 6 world religions. 

Students' knowledge of their own faiths. 

Students' knowledge of global news stories 

Students' knowledge of major wars. 

Students' ability to do mindfulness 

Students to understand the meaning of Buddhist 
proverbs. 

Wider Reading

 

 

BBC bitesize: What is religion? 
World Religions 

Religious Diversity 
 

BBC Bitesize:  Religion and media 
Religion and War 

BBC Bitesize: Mindfulness 
Moral teachings 

Wellbeing 

Cross Curricular

 

 

PD Curriculum 

Friendship and identity 

PD Curriculum 

Social media/online safety 

PD Curriculum 

Mental Health 

 

Yr. 7 
 

1 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Beliefs about Life after Death 

Example activities Topic 

Build an Island 

Example activities Topic 

Multicultural Britain 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Differing beliefs about life 
after death. 

• Reincarnation vs 
resurrection (Christian, 
Hindu) 

- Analysis of life 
after death 
experiences, 
before 
comparing. 

- Evaluating the 
strengths and 

Knowledge 

• Ethics and morals 
• Where do laws come 

from? 

- Design their 
own desert 
Island, what 
rules will they 
put in place. 

- They will then 
present these 

Knowledge 

• The differing beliefs within 
the UK 

• British Values 
• Census data 
• Secularism 

Examine the 
religious 
populations around 
the UK. 
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• Life after death experiences weaknesses of 
Resurrection and 
Reincarnation 

and justify 
their rules. 

Evaluate whether 
the UK is still a 
Christian country. 

Skills 

• Analytical thinking 
• Self-Reflection 
• Comparison skills 

Skills  

• Independent thinking 
• Group skills 
• Presentation skills 

Skills 

• Empathy 
• Tolerance 
• Evaluation 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Resurrection 
• Reincarnation 
• Paradise 
• Heaven 
• Enlightenment 
• Moksha 
• Judgement 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Morals 
• Ethics 
• Deontological 
• Teleological 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Census 
• Christianity 
• Anglican 
• House of Lords 
• Secularism 
• Faith Schools 
• Easter / Christmas 
• Denominations 

Assessment 

 

Presentation of Island project. 

Judged to success criteria, higher marks for referring back to previous units. 

End of year Assessment. 

20 short answer questions and 2 extended written 
answers based on whole year learning. 

Common 
Misconceptions 

 

Mixing up resurrection and Reincarnation. 

 

Mixing up Deontological and Teleological. Understanding that religions can be split into multiple 
denominations 

Wider Reading 

 

BBC Bitesize: Beliefs on afterlife 
- Near death experiences 

Paradise in Religions 

BBC Bitesize: Understanding morality 
- Peer pressure and choices 

Ethics 

BBC Bitesize: Religions in the UK 
Christianity in the UK 

Secularism 

Cross Curricular 

 

PD Curriculum 

Goal setting skills 

PD Curriculum  

Community and citizenship 

PD Curriculum 

British Values 
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Yr. 8 
 

 1 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Forgiveness and Love 

Example activities Topic 

Staying safe within a 
religion 

Example activities Topic 

Fasting: Teaching 
Discipline 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Why forgiveness is a 
key teaching within 
religions. 

• Case studies of 
religious believers 
showing love. 

• How religions (Sikhi 
and Christians) help 
society. 

- Analysis of women 
forgiving her son’s 
murderer 

- Comparing Sikh Swat 
with Christian Street 
Angels 

- Interpreting key 
teachings about 
forgiveness 

Knowledge 

• Understanding how 
scripture can be 
interpreted 
differently. 

• Examining what a 
Cult is. 

• How to be safe from 
grooming 
(Extremism) 

- Interpreting passages 
which have varied 
understandings. 

- Case Study of a cult 
- Identifying the signs 

of extremism/ 
grooming 

Knowledge 

• History of fasting to 
find peak levels 
(From Greek 
athletes to Holy 
Hermits) 

• Lent 
• Ramadan 

 

- Analysis of historical 
sources on fasting 

- Creating a timeline 
for lent. 

- Creating a diary 
account of someone 
performing 
Ramadan. 

Skills 

• Analytical thinking 
• Comparison 
• Reflection 

Skills 

•  Analytical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Exegesis 

Skills 

• Analytical Thinking 
• Critical thinking 
• Contextualisation 

Subject Specific Vocab 

•  Forgiveness 
• Love (Agape) 
• Murder 
• Langar 
• Charity 
• SWAT 
• The golden rule 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Exegesis  
• Cult 
• Grooming 
• Extremism 
• Common Sense 
• Terrorism 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Fasting 
• Ascetics 
• Hermits 
• Sandhu’s 
• Lent 
• Ramadan 
• Eid-Il-Fitr 
• Discipline 
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Assessment 

 

Assessment for the last 3 units, plus year 7 content. 
25 short answer questions 
1 extended writing answer. 

Common 
Misconceptions 

 

The meaning of Love 

Relating a religion with an extremism. That fasting is good for you. 

Wider Reading 

 

BBC bitesize: What is forgiveness? 
How do religions help society? 

BBC bitesize: Different interpretations of scripture 
Understanding cults 
Understanding grooming. 

BBC Bitesize: What is fasting? 
Understanding Lent 
Understanding Ramadan 

Cross Curricular 

 

PD 

New Relationships and bullying 

PD 

Extremism 

PD 

Drugs 

Yr. 8 
 

1 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Ethics 

Example activities Topic 

Religious Duties 

Example activities Topic 

Festivals 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Trolley problem 
• Divine command 

theory 
• Situation Ethics 
• Metaethics 

- Trolley problem 
- Applying ethical 

theories to real life 
scenarios (School 
based) 

- Evaluation and 
comparison of ethical 
theories 

Knowledge 

• Religious Duties 
• Charity 
• Evangelism 

 

- Examination of 
religious charities 

- Study of the 
historical and 
modern spread of 
Christianity 

Knowledge 

• Religious festivals 
• Christmas / Easter 
• Eid-il-Fitr / Eid-il-

Adha 
• Diwali / Holi 

 

- Evaluating which is 
the most important 
festival to the 
religious believers. 

- Examine how 
different festivals 
celebrate 

- Interview students 
who celebrate the 
different festivals. 

Skills 

• Application of 
theories to scenarios 

• Evaluation 
• Analytical thinking  

Skills 

• Exegesis 
• Analytical Thinking 
• Comparison skills 

Skills 

• Evaluation 
• Comparison 
• Interview 
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Subject Specific Vocab 

• Trolley problem 
• Divine command 
• Situation ethics 
• Metaethics 
• Intuitionism 
• Ethics 
• Morals 
• Normative ethics 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Evangelism 
• Charity 
• Worship 
• Prayer 
• Missionary 
• The great 

commission 
• Reverse missionary 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Christmas 
• Easter 
• Eid-il-Fitr 
• Eid-il-Adha 
• Diwali 
• Holi 
• Crucifixion 
• Resurrection 
• Incarnation 
• Ramadan 
• Fasting 
• Hajj 
• Ibrahim 

Assessment

 

 

End of Year assessment 
Whole of year 2, with reference to 7 

30 short answer questions, plus 2 extended written answers. 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

 

Understanding these ethics are theories, not facts. 

Believing that all religions, and everyone in the same 
religion do these duties, when each denomination will 

be slightly different. 

Confusing which religion celebrates the different 
festivals. 

Wider Reading

 
 

BBC Bitesize: What is Ethics? 
Normative Ethics 
Metaethics 

BBC Bitesize: Religious duties 
Caring for those in need. 
Spreading the word of God. 

BBC Bitesize: Christmas and Easter 
Eid’s 
Diwali 
Holi 

Cross Curricular

 

PD 

Community and British values 

PD 

Human rights 

PD 

Protected Characteristics 
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