
SOW overview 

Scheme of 
Work Title: KS4 Religious Studies (Core) Exam Specification 

(If applicable) N/A 
The Westgate School Curriculum Intent 

We aim to nurture students in an aspirational environment with relevant, engaging, active learning 
experiences where students develop the skills and knowledge to become #equippedforlife. 

At the end of this SOW, a 
Westgate RS student will... 

Be able to explain the influence religious/non-religious beliefs can have 
on different people’s practices and actions.  
Be able to use critical thinking skills to apply religious/non-religious beliefs to 
controversial topics to understand how people will hold differing views on 
how they expect people should behave for individual situations. 

Key subject knowledge that pupils 
should know by the end of this 
SOW? 

Key Skills that will be developed by 
the SOW 

Industry links and relevant learning 
in this SOW 

• How beliefs can influence an 
action. 

• Differing views on controversial 
topics 

• Differences between science 
and religion on aims and 
evidence. 

• Respect 
• Analytical Thinking 
• Logical Thinking 
• Evaluation Skills 

• Human Rights. 
• Religious populations of the UK 

and Slough. 
• Use and Abuse of the 

environment. 
• Charity work 

How does this SOW 
build on prior 
learning and 

prepare students 
for the next phase? 

  

Previous phase links – KS3 Key preparation for the next phase – KS5 

Follows a spiral curriculum developing key 
concepts from KS3. 

Introduces differing beliefs towards 
different controversial topics which will 
then be looked at KS5 from different Ethical 
approaches. 

How does this SOW 
take account of 
local context? 

Focus on the key religions within slough and their and non-religious views towards 
controversial topics. 
Local charities looked at for charity project.  

How does this SOW 
link to other areas 
of the Westgate 

curriculum? 

 Planned to have key links to PD to develop good characteristics.  
Links to Science in Religion and Science unit. 

Differentiation/Support for Student Groups 

Disadvantaged 
Support 

Disadvantaged students can be provided 
with the following support: 
• Printed resources 
• Equipment available in class 
 

Challenge 

Challenge is provided through: 
• Extension tasks pushing them 

to make connections between 
units 

• Differentiated tasks and 
outcomes, along with 
differentiated information 
sheets 
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SEND Support 

SEND students can be provided with the 
following support: 
• Sentence starters 
• Differentiated tasks and outcomes, 

along with differentiated 
information sheets 

• Levelled Learning objectives. 
• Keyword sheets and displays 

Students who 
need support 
with reading  

Reading support is provided 
through: 
• Overlays provided 
• Class readings when required 
• If individual reading, support 

from teacher given along with 
differentiated handouts. 
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Yr. 9 
 

 2 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Initiation Ceremonies 

Example activities Topic 

Peace and Justice 

Example activities Topic 

Spiritual Health 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Birth Rituals (Hindu, 
Christian, Islamic) 

• Coming-of-age 
ceremonies (Jewish, 
Christian, Sikhi) 

- Video analysis of 
ceremonies 

- Writing diary 
accounts of a 
coming-of-age 
ceremony. 

- Evaluation of the 
importance of 
coming-of-age 
ceremonies. 

Knowledge 

• What is Justice? 
• Holy Wars 
• Terrorism 
• Victims of War 
• Is it right for a 

religious believer to 
fight in a war? 

 

- Analysis of a case 
studies on victims of 
war, what support is 
needed? 

- Debate – Is it right 
for religious believers 
to fight in wars? Is 
Peace Possible? 

- Evaluating the causes 
of terrorism. 

Knowledge 

• What us Spirituality? 
• Philosophical views 

on purpose of life. 
• Where does right 

and wrong come 
from? 

• How to become 
spiritually healthy 

- An analysis of 
Philosophical views 
towards the purpose 
of life. 

- Drawing Mandalas. 
- What would you do 

in the different 
scenarios? 

 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Reflection 
• Analysis 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 

Skills 

• Reflection 
• Analysis 
• Evaluation 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Aqiqah 
• Bar mitzvah 
• Baptism 
• Amrit 
• Coming of Age 
• Holy Communion 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Peace 
• Justice 
• Holy wars 
• Terrorism 
• Just war theory 
• Greed 
• Self-Defence 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Spirituality 
• Compassion 
• Conscience 
• Mandalas 
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Assessment 

 

Assessment based on first 2 units of year 9. 

20 short answer questions, plus 1 extended writing answer. 

 

See next term. 

 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

 

Communion and baptism or different ceremonies 
getting mixed up 

Students not aware of causes of major wars (Should 
have studied WW1 and WW2 in History) 

Students thinking you must be religious to be spiritual. 

Wider Reading

 
 

BBC Bitesize: Hindu Naming Ceremony 
Bar mitzvah 
Infant Baptism 

BBC Bitesize: What is peace and Justice? 
Can war be fair? 
Is religion to blame for war? 

BBC Bitesize: What is spirituality? 
Purpose of life 
Sense of right and wrong 

Cross Curricular

 

 

PD 

Mental Health 

PD 

Extremism 

PD 

Mental Health / Diet 

Yr. 9 
 

2 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Religion Vs Science 

Example activities Topic 

Religion in Slough 

Example activities Topic 

Religion in the media 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Difference between 
religion and science 
aims and evidence 

• Whether you can be 
a scientist and 
religious. 

• Religious and 
scientific views on: 
• Creation 

- Comparing the aims 
of Science and 
Religion 

- An Analysis and 
interpretation of 
creation accounts 
and miracles. 

- A look into case 
study of scientists 

Knowledge 

• A deep dive look at 
the six world faiths 
within Slough 

 

- An analysis of census 
data. - making a bar 
chart with the data. 

- Create a fact file on 
the different 
religions in Slough. 

Knowledge 

• A look at positive 
news stories 

• A study of the way 
religion and 
philosophical ideas 
are portrayed in 
Music, films, tv and 
literature. 

- A comparison of 
news stories on 
religions. 

- Write your own story 
which includes 
religion. 
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• Miracles who are religious 

believers. 
• Are any negative 

images true? 
Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 

Skills 

• Analysis 
• Reflection 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 

 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Atheist 
• Creation 
• Miracles 
• Secularism 
• Science 
• Agnostic 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Census 
• 6 world religions  
• Gurdwara 
• Mosque 
• Temple 
• Church 
• Synagogue 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Charity 
• War 
• Media 
• Fiction  
• Non-fiction 
• Political 

Assessment

 
 

 
Assessment with main focus on last 2 units, but recall 

back to other key words taught previously. 
20 short answer questions and 1 extended writing 

question. 
 

End of year Assessment 
All units taught in the year are tested. 

30 short answer question and 1 extended writing question. 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

Students believing that science and religions are 
opposites and conflicting. 

That students are not aware of the locations studied 
around Slough. 

That Students not being aware of the content used to 
study. (Bruce Almighty, News stories 

Wider Reading

 
 

BBC Bitesize: difference between science and religion. 
Atheists 
Scientists who are religious believers. 

BBC Bitesize: Christianity 
Islam  
Sikhism 

BBC Bitesize: Religion and Charity 
Religion in Media 
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Cross Curricular

 

 

PD 

Labour Market 

PD 

Politics / Pride 

PD 

Media 
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Yr. 10 
 

 2 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Charity Work 

Example activities Topic 

Victims and how to 
support 

Example activities Topic 

Miracles 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Religious teachings 
about Charity. 

• A look at different 
charities within 
slough, UK, and for 
oversea aid. 

- Creating leaflets for 
different charities. 

- Exegesis on teachings 
about charity. 

Knowledge 

• Case studies of 
Victims of war, 
genocide, 
persecution. 

• Religious teachings 
of how to respond 
to these victims. 

- Research project on 
different refugee 
camps, are they 
functional. 

- Case study of the 
Rwandan Genocide 

Knowledge 

• Religious figures 
performing miracles. 

• Case studies on 
modern miracles. 

• Evaluate whether 
miracles are real and 
proof the existence 
of God. 

- A comparison 
between miracles 
performed by 
religious figures. 

- An analysis of recent 
miracles. 

- Debate on the truth 
of miracles. 
 

Skills 

• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Justifying 
• Independence 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Analysis 
• Reflection 

Skills 

• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Charity 
• Alms 
• Society 
• International 
• Local 
• National 
• Fundraising 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Victim 
• War 
• Genocide 
• Persecution 
• International aid 
• Refugee camps 
• Asylum seekers 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Miracle 
• Visions 
• Healings 
• Speaking in tongues 
• Drug induced 
• Verifiable 
• Lourdes 
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Assessment

 

Assessment based on first 2 units of year 10. 

20 short answer questions, plus 1 extended writing answer. 

See next Term 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

 

Students thinking only religious people can do charity. 

Students having stereotypical or prejudgment views 
towards victims. 

Students believing that all religions have miracles. 

Wider Reading

 
 

BBC Bitesize: Charity 
International Aid 
 
 

BBC Bitesize: Persecution 
Effects of War 
What is a victim? 

BBC Bitesize: Miracles 
Existence of God 

Cross Curricular

 

PD 

Managing Conflict 

PD 

Peer Pressure 

PD 

Drugs 

Yr. 10 
 

2 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Charity Project 

Example activities Topic 

Value of the World 

Example activities Topic 

Value of Humankind 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Students select a 
local charity and 
raise money for 
them. 

• Lessons will focus on 
teachings about 
charities and case 
studies of successful 
fundraising. 

- Presentation and 
voting on different 
local charities. 

- Fundraising activities. 

Knowledge 

• Worldviews on why 
the world is special 
and why we need to 
look after it.  

• Christian and Hindu 
creation stories. 

• How can we help 
the planet and why 
we should. 

- Create storyboards 
to explain Christian 
and creation stories. 

- Creating Action plans 
on how to become 
green 

- Evaluating whether 
we should be 
stewards of 
dominion. 

Knowledge 

• Worldviews on why 
life is special. 

• Islamic and Sikhi 
creation accounts. 

• Community ethics 
• Worldviews on how 

we should treat 
each other and the 
benefits of it. 

- Create story boards 
on the Islamic and 
Sikhi creation 
accounts. 

- Creation of 10 rules 
needed for a 
community to 
function. 
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• Reflection on how 

we would like to be 
treated. 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Justifying 
• Independence 
• Creativity 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Reflection 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Reflection 

 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Charity 
• Fundraising 
• Foodbank 
• Shelter 
• Soup kitchen 
• Charity shops 
• Research charities 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Creation 
• Stewardship 
• Dominion 
• Shiva 
• Vishnu 
• Litter 
• Greenhouse gases 
• Recycling 
• Litter pick 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Adam and Eve 
• Evolution 
• Life 
• Survival of the fittest 
• Kindness and 

compassion 
• “Do unto others 

have done unto 
yourself.” 

Assessment

 

 

Assessment with main focus on last 2 units, but recall 
back to other key words taught previously. 

20 short answer questions and 1 extended writing 
question. 

End of year Assessment 
All units taught in the year are tested. 

30 short answer question and 1 extended writing question. 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

Students knowing how to fundraise Students getting creation accounts confused. Students accepting Science as fact. 
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Wider Reading

 
 

BBC Bitesize: Charity 
Fundraising 

BBC Bitesize: Creation Stories 
Value of the world 

BBC Bitesize: Human Rights 
Ethics 
Creation stories 

Cross Curricular

 

PD 

Finance 

PD 

Action Change Project 

PD 

Equality 



SOW overview 

Yr. 11 
 

 2 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Interfaith and between-
faiths Dialogue 

Example activities Topic 

Freedom of Religion 

Example activities Topic 

Freedom of Religious 
Expression 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• What is interfaith 
dialogue explained 
using real life 
examples 

• The challenges it 
faces. 

• The role of the 
youth for interfaith 
dialogue 

• Interfaith dialogue in 
a digital age 

- A study of the 
Ecumenical 
movement, creating 
a timeline. 

- Group project – 
What problems 
should believers 
come together to 
solve in society 
today? 

Knowledge 

• Legal framework for 
freedom of religion 

• Persecution 
• Secularism 
• Should the UK still 

be a Christian 
country? 
 

 

- An analysis on the 
Human rights and 
Equality Act. 

- Create a fact file on 
different 
persecutions which 
have happened 
throughout history. 

- Debate – Is the UK 
still a Christian 
Country? 

Knowledge 

• Legal framework 
around Freedom of 
Expression of 
Religion 

• Challenges to 
freedom of religious 
expression 

• Case studies of 
religious believers' 
religious expression 
is challenged. 

- An analysis on the 
Human rights and 
Equality Act. 

- Evaluation of 
different case studies 
of religious 
expression being 
challenged (Street 
evangelism, Kirpan in 
School) 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Interfaith Dialogue 
• Ecumenical 

movement 
• Digital Age 
• Arab Springs 
• Evangelism 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Persecution 
• Secularism 
• Freedom of religion 
• Human Rights 
• United Nations 
• Census 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Equality Act 
• Human Rights 
• Religious expression 
• Preachers 
• Religious dress 
• Kirpan 
• Homosexuality 
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Assessment

 

 

Assessment based on first unit of year 11, plus recall to 
previous years. 

20 short answer questions, plus 1 extended writing 
answer. 

Assessment with main focus on last 2 units, but recall back to other key words taught previously. 
20 short answer questions and 1 extended writing question. 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

That all religious believers agree with interfaith 
dialogue. 

That Human rights are laws. Differences between prejudice and discrimination. 

Wider Reading

 
 

BBC Bitesize: Interfaith Dialogue 
Challenges to Interfaith dialogue 

 
 

BBC Bitesize: Religious Freedom 
Human Rights 

BBC Bitesize: Human Rights 
Religious Expression 

Cross Curricular

 

 

PD 

Diverse Relationships 

 

PD 

PC/ HBT 

PD 

Mental Health 

Yr. 11 
 

2 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Religion at work 

Example activities Topic 

Value of mankind 

Example activities   

Knowledge 

• Legal framework 
(Human rights and 
equality act) around 
religious expression 
in work.  

• Case studies on 
Religious Clothing, 

- A look at religion 
within work, should 
you be allowed to 
express your religion 
at work? 

- An analysis on the 
Human rights and 
Equality Act. 

Knowledge 

• Worldviews on 
ethical views 
towards the 
community. (Natural 
Law) 

- Create fact files on 
different ethical 
theories. 

- Debate different 
topics (Abortion, 
Immigration, capital 
punishment) as a 
mock parliament. 
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prayers during work 
hours and serving 
homosexuals. 

• Challenges to 
Religious expression 
at work 

 • How should we treat 
those who wrong 
us? 

• Apply Ethical 
theories and 
religious teachings 
to different topics: 
• Abortion 
• Immigration 
• Capital 

punishment 

 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Justifying 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 

  

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Religious expression 
• Respect 
• Dignity 
• Equality 
• Homosexuals 
• Religious clothing 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Community 
• Natural Law 
• Forgiveness 
• Revenge 
• Retaliation 
• Ghandi 
• Abortion 
• Immigration 
• Capital punishment 
• Reform 
• Prison 
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 Assessment

 

 

End of year Assessment 
All units taught in the year are tested. 

30 short answer question and 1 extended writing question. 

  

Common 
Misconceptions

 

 

That all workplace rules are following the Law. 

Separating personal views from ethical theories.   

Wider Reading

 
 

BBC Bitesize: Religious Expression 
Religious Clothing 

 
 

BBC Bitesize: Forgiveness and Justice 
Capital Punishment 

  

Cross Curricular

 

 

PD 

Behaviours in the work place 

PD 

Mental Health 

  


