
SOW overview 
Scheme of 
Work Title: KS4 Religious Studies (GCSE) Exam Specification 

(If applicable) AQA 
The Westgate School Curriculum Intent 

We aim to nurture students in an aspirational environment with relevant, engaging, active learning 
experiences where students develop the skills and knowledge to become #equippedforlife. 

At the end of this SOW, a 
Westgate RS student will... be able to understand Christian and Islamic beliefs and how they affect 

their actions and views towards different thematic topics. 
Key subject knowledge that pupils 
should know by the end of this 
SOW? 

Key Skills that will be developed by 
the SOW 

Industry links and relevant learning 
in this SOW 

• Key Christian beliefs and 
practices 

• Key Islamic Beliefs and practices 
• Different thematic topics 

• Abortion 
• Euthanasia 
• Death penalty 

• Analytical skills 
• Evaluation Skills 
• Debate Skills 
• Comparative Skills 

• 2 key religions in the UK 
• Environmental Issues 
• UK law on different thematic 

topics 

How does this SOW 
build on prior 
learning and 

prepare students 
for the next phase? 

  

Previous phase links – KS3 Key preparation for the next phase – KS5 

Core religious beliefs and practices. 
Non-Religious Beliefs. 

Existence of God unit – A-Level Philosophy 
Christian Beliefs and Practices – A-Level 
Christianity 
Applying religious beliefs to different topics, 
similar skill in KS5 core RS. 

How does this SOW 
take account of 
local context? 

2 main religions of the UK and in Slough. 

How does this SOW 
link to other areas 
of the Westgate 

curriculum? 

PD – Relationships and families. 
Science – Big Bang, Evolution, use and abuse of the environment and animals. 
History – Peace war and conflict. 
Sociology – Crime and Punishment. 
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Differentiation/Support for Student Groups 

Disadvantaged 
Support 

Disadvantaged students can be provided 
with the following support: 
• Printed resources 
• Equipment available in class 
• GCSEPOD 
• Revision Guides 

Challenge 

Challenge is provided through: 
• Extension tasks pushing them 

to make connections between 
units 

• Differentiated tasks and 
outcomes, along with 
differentiated information 
sheets 

• Past exam papers 

SEND Support 

SEND students can be provided with the 
following support: 
• Sentence starters 
• Differentiated tasks and outcomes, 

along with differentiated 
information sheets 

• Levelled Learning objectives. 
• Keyword sheets and displays 

Students who 
need support 
with reading  

Reading support is provided 
through: 
• Overlays provided 
• Class readings when required 
• If individual reading, support 

from teacher given along with 
differentiated handouts. 
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Yr. 9 
 

 6 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Introduction to GCSE and 
Key skills 

Example activities Topic 

Christian Beliefs 

Example activities Topic 

Christian Practices 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Exam board info 
• How to use a Bible 
• Background of Islam 
• Exam Skills 

- Walk through exam 
questions 

- Looking up and 
summarising Bible 
passages 

- Researching websites 
with information to 
help with revision. 

Knowledge 

• Nature of God 
• Beliefs about Jesus 

• Incarnation 
• Crucifixion 
• Resurrection 
• Ascension 

• Creation 
• Life after death 

 

- Name the 
characteristic of God 
being shown in the 
quote. 

- Story board of Jesus’ 
life. 

- Exam questions. 

Knowledge 

• Different types of 
worship 

• Different types of 
prayer 

• Sacraments 
• Baptism 
• Eucharist 

• Worldwide Church 
• Working for local 

community 
• Working to help 

those in poverty 

- Exam Questions 
- Comparisons 

between infant and 
believers' baptism. 

- Christian charity 
research project and 
leaflet making. 

Skills 

• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Independence 
• Resilience 
• Bible Skills 
• Organisation 

Skills 

• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Reflection 
• Resilience 
• Bible Skills 

 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Reflection 
• Resilience 
• Bible Skills 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Explain 
• Evaluate 
• Bible 
• Scripture 
• AQA 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Omnipotent 
• Omniscient 
• Omnibenevolent 
• Trinity 
• Jesus 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Liturgical worship 
• Non-liturgical  
• Informal and Set 

Prayers 
• Sacraments 
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• Silk Road 
• Polytheism 
• Monotheism 

• Salvation 
• Heaven and Hell 
• Forgiveness 
• Atonement 
• Creation 

• Baptism 
• Eucharist  
• Evangelism 
• Charity 
• Pilgrimage 

Assessment 

 

End of unit assessment 

(Past paper Christian Beliefs 2018) 

See Next Term 

Common 
Misconceptions 

 

That there is only one way to answer exam questions. 

That all Christians believe the same thing. That all Christians practice the same things. 

Wider Reading 
 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

Cross Curricular 

 

GCSE Classes for revision techniques PD 

Social Science 

PD 

Social Science 

Yr. 9 
 

6 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Christian Practices 

Example activities Topic 

Islamic Beliefs 

Example activities Topic 

Islamic Practices 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Different types of 
worship 

• Different types of 
prayer 

• Sacraments 
• Baptism 
• Eucharist 

• Worldwide Church 

- Exam Questions 
- Comparisons 

between infant and 
believers' baptism. 

- Christian charity 
research project and 
leaflet making. 

 

Knowledge 

• Sunni and Shi’a Split 
• 6 Articles of Faith 
• 5 Roots of Usal-al-

din 

 

 

- Creating Fact files 
about Sunni and Shi’a 
similarities and 
differences. 

- Timeline of Islamic 
history 

- Exam Questions 

Knowledge 

• 5 Pillars of Sunni 
Islam 

• 10 Obligatory acts of 
Shi’a Islam 

 

- Diary account of 
someone on Hajj 

- Storyboard for Salah 
- Exam Questions. 
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 • Working for local 

community 
• Working to help 

those in poverty 
 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Independence 
• Resilience 
• Bible Skills 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Reflection 
• Independence 
• Resilience 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Reflection 
• Independence 
• Creativity 
• Resilience 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Liturgical worship 
• Non-liturgical 

Worship 
• Informal Prayers 
• Set Prayers 
• Sacraments 
• Baptism 
• Eucharist / Holy 

Communion 
• Evangelism 
• Charity 
• Pilgrimage 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Sunni 
• Shia 
• Tawhid 
• Holy books 
• Jihad 
• Akirah 
• Prophet 
• Imamate 
• Supremacy of Allah’s 

Will. 
• Judgement Day 
• Angels 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Shahadah 
• Salah 
• Zakat 
• Swam 
• Hajj 
• Jihad 
• Eid-il-Fitr 
• Eid-il-Adha 
• Ashura 

 

Assessment 

 

End of unit assessment  

(Past paper Christian Practices 2018) 

End of unit assessment 

(Past paper Islamic beliefs and practices 2018 paper) 
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Common 

Misconceptions

 

 

That all Christians practice the same things. 

That all Muslims believe the same thing. That all Muslims practice the same things. 

Wider Reading 

 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

Cross Curricular PD  

Social Science 

 PD 

Yr. 10 
 

 6 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Recap of Christian and 
Islamic beliefs / Religion 

and Life 

Example activities Topic 

Religion and life / Crime 
and Punishment 

Example activities Topic 

Crime and Punishment 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Creation accounts 
• Genesis 
• Evolution 
• Big bang 

• Use and abuse of 
the planet and 
animals. 

• Life after death 
• Abortions  
• Euthanasia 

- Case studies on use 
of animals 

- Analysis of creation 
accounts 

- Euthanasia debate 
documentary 

Knowledge 

• Creation accounts 
• Genesis 
• Evolution 
• Big bang 

• Use and abuse of 
the planet and 
animals. 

• Life after death 
• Abortions  
• Euthanasia 

 

• Aims of punishment 
• Treatment of 

criminals 

- An analysis of the UK 
law on the treatment 
of criminals 

- Evaluation of the 
aims of punishments. 

Knowledge 

• Aims of punishment 
• Treatment of 

criminals 
• Types of punishment 
• Forgiveness and 

reconciliation 
• Death penalty 

 

- Documentary on the 
Death Penalty. 

- Debate – Should we 
legalise the Death 
Penalty? 
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• Types of punishment 
• Forgiveness and 

reconciliation 
• Death penalty 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Creativity 
• Resilience 

 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Creativity 
• Resilience 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Creativity 
• Resilience 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Creation 
• Genesis 
• Evolution 
• Big Bang 
• Abortion 
• Euthanasia 
• Quality of Life 
• Sanctity of Life 
• Renewable energy 
• Fossil Fuels 
• Halal 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Reformation 
• Retaliation 
• Deterrence 
• Prison 
• Community service 
• Corporal 

Punishment 
• Capital Punishment 
• Reconciliation 
• Forgiveness 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Reformation 
• Retaliation 
• Deterrence 
• Prison 
• Community service 
• Corporal 

Punishment 
• Capital Punishment 
• Reconciliation 
• Forgiveness 

Assessment 

 

End of unit assessment 

(Past paper Religion and Life 2018 paper) 

End of unit assessment 

(Past paper Crime and Punishment 2018 paper) 

Common 
Misconceptions 

 

That science and religion are against each other. 

That Science and religion are against each other. 

That all religious believers believe we should treat 
criminals the same way. 

That all religious believers believe we should treat 
criminals the same way. 

Wider Reading 
 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 
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GCSEPOD 

 
GCSEPOD 

 
 

GCSEPOD 

Cross Curricular 

 

Science 

Social Science 

Science 

Social Science 

Psychology 

Social Sciences 

Psychology 

Yr. 10 
 

6 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Existence of God 

Example activities Topic 

Existence of God / 
Relationships and Families 

Example activities Topic 

Relationships and Families 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Design argument 
• First cause argument 
• General revelations 
• Special revelations 
• Miracles 
• God in Nature 

- Case study analysis of 
Miracles – Lourdes 

- Evaluating the 
effectiveness of the 
first cause argument 
at proving the 
existence of God. 

Knowledge 

• Design argument 
• First cause argument 
• General revelations 
• Special revelations 
• Miracles 
• God in Nature 

 

• Nature of Families 
• Purpose of Families 
• Nature of Marriage 
• Sexuality 
• Views on same sex 

relationships 
• Gender Equality 
• Contraception 

- A study of gender 
equality within 
religions compared 
to UK law/ British 
Values 

- Keyword match up 
for different types of 
sexuality. 

Knowledge 

• Nature of Families 
• Purpose of Families 
• Nature of Marriage 
• Sexuality 
• Views on same sex 

relationships 
• Gender Equality 
• Contraception 

 

 

- A study of gender 
equality within 
religions compared 
to UK law/ British 
Values 

- Keyword match up 
for different types of 
sexuality. 

 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
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• Reflection 
• Justifying 
• Resilience 

• Reflection 
• Resilience 

• Reflection 
• Resilience 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Revelation 
• Miracle 
• God of the Gaps 
• William Pasley 
• Thomas Aquinas 
• Cause and effect 
• Design argument 
• Awe and Wonder 
• Transcendent 
• Imminent 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Revelation 
• Miracle 
• God of the Gaps 
• William Pasley 
• Thomas Aquinas 
• Cause and effect 
• Design argument 
• Awe and Wonder 
• Transcendent 
• Imminent 
• Nuclear family 
• Extended family 
• Equality 
• Reproduction 
• Homosexuality 
• Heterosexuality 
• Marriage 
• Annulment 
• Divorce 
• Adultery 
• Cohabitation 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Nuclear family 
• Extended family 
• Equality 
• Reproduction 
• Homosexuality 
• Heterosexuality 
• Marriage 
• Annulment 
• Divorce 
• Adultery 
• Cohabitation 

 

Assessment 

 

End of unit assessment  

(Past paper Existence of God 2018 paper) 

End of unit assessment 

 (Past paper Relationships and families 2018 paper) 

Common 
Misconceptions 

 

Understanding the philosophical ideas behind the 
design and first cause arguments. 

All religious believers agree on views towards 
relationships. 

All religious believers agree on views towards 
relationships. 

 

Wider Reading 
 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 
AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 
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Cross Curricular 

 

Science 

History 

Science 

PD 

Social Science 

PD 

Social Science 

Yr. 11 
 

 6 hour a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 1 

Topic 

Exam Skills / Christian 
Beliefs and Practices 

Example activities Topic 
Islamic Beliefs and 

Practices / Mock prep and 
Dirt 

Example activities Topic 

Religion and life/ Crime 
and Punishment 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Exam Skills 
• Christian Beliefs 
• Christian Practices 

- Walk through exam 
paper 

- Knowledge 
organisers 

Knowledge 

• Islamic Beliefs 
• Islamic Practices 
• Exam skills 

- Walk through exam 
paper 

- Knowledge 
organisers 
 

Knowledge 

• Religion and Life 
• Crime and 

Punishment 

- Walk through exam 
paper 

- Knowledge 
organisers 
 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Independence 
• Resilience 
• Organisation 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Independence 
• Resilience 
• Organisation 

 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Independence 
• Resilience 
• Organisation 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• See above 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• See Above 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• See above 

Assessment 

 

 

Work through a full religious paper. 

Mock Work through a full thematic paper through the term. 
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Common 

Misconceptions

 

 

All Christians believe and practice the same way. 

All Muslims believe and practice the same way. 

 

That Science is against religion and religious views 
towards treatment of criminals is the same. 

Wider Reading 

 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

Cross Curricular 

 

Social Science Social Science PD 

Social Science 

Science 

Yr. 11 
 

6 hours a fortnight. 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 

Existence of God / 
Relationships and Families 

Example activities Topic 

Exam Skills 

Example activities   

Knowledge 

• Existence of God 
• Relationships and 

Families 
• Mock 2 

- Walk through exam 
paper 

- Knowledge 
organisers 
 

Knowledge 

• Mock Feedback 
• Exam skills 
• Revision 

 

- Walk through exam 
paper 

- Knowledge 
organisers 
 

  

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Independence 
• Resilience 

Skills 

• Critical thinking 
• Evaluation 
• Analysis 
• Debate 
• Reflection 
• Independence 
• Resilience 

  



SOW overview 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Organisation • Organisation 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• See above 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• See above 

 

  

Assessment 

 

 

Full Mock 

N/A   

Common 
Misconceptions 

 

Religious Views towards relationships are the same and 
understanding philosophical ideas. 

Best way to revise and answer exam questions.   

Wider Reading 

 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

AQA Revision Guides 

AQA Workbooks 

GCSEPOD 

  

Cross Curricular 

 

Science 

PD 

Social Science 

N/A   


