
SOW overview 

Scheme of 
Work Title: KS5 Religious Studies (A-Level) 

Exam 
Specification (If 
applicable) 

Eduqas 
The Westgate School Curriculum Intent 

We aim to nurture students in an aspirational environment with relevant, engaging, active learning 
experiences where students develop the skills and knowledge to become #equippedforlife. 

At the end of this SOW, a 
Westgate RS student will... 

Be able to analytically apply teachings and theories to real life 
situation. Evaluating their effectiveness and reliability towards these 
scenarios.  

Key subject knowledge that pupils 
should know by the end of this 
SOW? 

Key Skills that will be developed by 
the SOW 

Industry links and relevant learning 
in this SOW 

• The development of Christianity 
• Arguments for the existence of 

God 
• Arguments against the 

existence of God 
• A variety of Ethical Theories 
• Meta ethical approaches 

• Analytical Skills 
• Evaluation Skills 
• Debate Skills 
• Questioning skills 

• Ethical Theories applied to 
controversial topics such as 
immigration and euthanasia. 

• A study of secularism vs religion 
within the UK (Is the UK still a 
Christian country?) 

How does this SOW 
build on prior 
learning and 

prepare students 
for the next phase? 

  

Previous phase links – KS4 Key preparation for the next phase – life 

Links to Christianity being the main religion 
within the UK. 
Links to some ethical theories studied 
previously. 
Some of the controversial topics have been 
studied from a religious and non-religious 
belief viewpoint. 

Teaches students to apply rationality to 
their actions to understand their choices 
and question things in life. 

How does this SOW 
take account of 
local context? 

Christianity is the main religion within the UK and Slough. 
Some of the Philosophical arguments for the existence of God can be used by other faiths 
as well. 

How does this SOW 
link to other areas 
of the Westgate 

curriculum? 

Links to PD as ethical views are applied to different situations linked to PD, immigration for 
example. 
Links to Science as challenges from science are included in the Christianity unit. 
Links to History as many theories were created by people in the past and to understand 
the theory, we need to understand the context it was created in. 

Differentiation/Support for Student Groups 

Disadvantaged 
Support 

Disadvantaged students can be provided 
with the following support: 
• Revision Guides 
• Past Exam Papers Challenge 

Challenge is provided through: 
• Exam Questions 
• Extensions 
• Pre-readings 
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SEND Support 

SEND students can be provided with the 
following support: 
• Differentiated work 
• Differentiated tasks 

Students who 
need support 
with reading  

Reading support is provided 
through: 
• Differentiated handouts 
• Overlays provided 
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Yr. 12 
 

12 hours a fortnight. 

(4 per unit: 
Christianity, 

Philosophy, Ethics) 

Active Learning 
Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn Term  Autumn Term  Spring Term  Spring Term  Summer Term  Summer Term  

Topic 

Christianity: Religious 
Figures and Sacred Texts 

Philosophy: Inductive and 
deductive Arguments 

Ethics: Normative ethics 

Example activities Topic 

Christianity: Religious 
Concepts and Religious 

Life 

Philosophy:  Challenges to 
religious belief 

Ethics: Natural Law - 
Aquinas 

Example activities Topic 

Christianity: Significant 
social and historical 

developments in religious 
thought 

Philosophy:  Religious 
Experiences 

Ethics: Teleological Ethics 

Example activities 

Knowledge 

• Redaction Criticism 
• Birth Narratives 
• Incarnation theories 
• Interpretations of 
•  the resurrection 
• How the Bible is 

used. 
 

• Cosmological 
argument 

• Teleological 
argument. 

• Challenges to 
inductive arguments 

• Ontological 
argument and its 
challenges 
 

- Exegesis 
- Venn diagrams 
- Analysis 

Knowledge 

• Is God Male? 
• Can God suffer? 
• The Trinity 
• Atonement 
•  The Early Church 
• Martin Luther and 

the reformation 
• Key moral principles 

 
• The Problem of evil 

and Suffering 
• Augustinian type 

theodicy 
• Religious belief as a 

product of the 
human mind, 
(Sigmund Freud, Carl 
Jung, Atheism) 

- Exam Questions 
- Role play for ethical 

theories application. 

Knowledge 

• Attitudes to wealth 
• Attitudes to 

Migration 
• Feminist theology 
• Secularism 
• Challenges from 

Science 
• Pluralism and 

diversity 
  

• Irieana type 
theodicy  

• Religious 
experiences 

• Challenges to 
religious 
experiences 
 

- Debate for the 
application of 
Utilitarianism to 
Immigration 
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• Divine command 

theory 
• Virtue theory 
• Ethical Egoism 
• Intuitionism 
• Emotivism 
• Naturalism 

 
• Thomas Aquinas’ 

Natural Law Theory 
• Application of 

Natural Law to 
Euthanasia and 
immigration 

• Finnis development 
of Natural Law 

• Proportionalism 

 

• Act Utilitarianism 
• Rule utilitarianism 
• Application of 

Utilitarianism 

 

 

Skills 

• Knowledge 
• Evaluation 
• Exegesis 

Skills 

• Knowledge 
• Evaluation 
• Exegesis 

 

Skills 

• Knowledge 
• Evaluation 
• Exegesis 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Redaction Criticism 
• Kenotic Model 
• Substantial 

Prescence 
• Mythology 
• Plato 
• Euthryo Dilemma 
• Eudemonia 
• Deontological 
• Teleological 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Filioque controversy 
• Christ as victor 
• Christ as substitute 
• Sola Scripture 
• New Atheism 
• Love 
• Forgiveness 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Prosperity Gospel 
• Ascetic 
• Reverse missionary 
• Census 
• Secularism 
• Atheist 
• Principle of Utility 
• Meme 

Assessment 

 

End of unit assessments End of unit assessments End of unit assessments 
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20 and 30 mark question to test knowledge and 
evaluation. Each done for each unit. 

 

20 and 30 mark question to test knowledge and 
evaluation. Each done for each unit. 

 

 

20 and 30 mark question to test knowledge and 
evaluation. Each done for each unit. 

 

 

Common 
Misconceptions 

Divine command is based on Christianity. 

Getting Matthew and Luke mixed up. 

Confusion between the precepts and the virtues 
(Natural law) 

The Trinity 

Bible passages. 

Mixed up between Act and Rule utilitarianism 

Confusion between Christian pluralism and Universalism 

Wider Reading 

 

YouTube: The Bible Project 

YouTube: Crash Course Philosophy 

YouTube: The Bible Project 

YouTube: Crash Course Philosophy 

YouTube: The Bible Project 

YouTube: Crash Course Philosophy 

Cross Curricular 

 

Psychology 

Social Sciences 

Psychology 

Social Sciences 

Psychology 

Social Sciences 
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Yr. 13 
 

12 hours a fortnight. 

(4 per unit: 
Christianity, 

Philosophy, Ethics) 

 

Active Learning 
Overview

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term Autumn Term Spring Term Spring Term Summer Term Summer Term 

Topic 

Christianity: Practices that 
shape religious Identity  

Philosophy: Religious 
Language 

Ethics: Freewill and 
Determinism 

Example activities Topic 

Christianity: Religious 
Figures and Sacred Texts. 

Philosophy: Religious 
Language and Miracles 

Ethics: Teleological Ethics 

Revision and Exam skills 

Example activities   

Knowledge 

• Baptism 
• The Eucharist 
• Easter 
• Christmas 
• Ecumenical 

Movement 
• The Charismatic 

movement 
• Responses to 

Poverty and injustice  
 

• The purpose and use 
of Religious 
Language 
 

• Freewill and 
Predestination 

- Video analysis of 
baptisms and 
eucharists. 

- Timeline of events of 
the festivals 

Knowledge 

• The Bible as a source 
of wisdom and 
authority. 

• Kerygma 
• Two views of Jesus 

 
• The Purpose and 

Use of Religious 
language. 

• Miracles 
 

• Situation Ethics 

 

- Walk through mocks 
- Revision techniques, 

knowledge 
organisers, flash 
cards, mind maps. 
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• Libertarianism and 
determinism 

Skills 

• Knowledge 
• Evaluation 
• Exegesis 

Skills 

• Knowledge 
• Evaluation 
• Exegesis 

 

 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Ana baptism 
• The Passion 
• Faith vs Works 
• The Fall 
• Original Sin 
• Atonement 

Subject Specific Vocab 

• Communism 
• Libertarian Theology 
• Agape 

 

 

 

Assessment 

 

End of unit assessments 

20 and 30 mark question to test knowledge and 
evaluation. Each done for each unit. 

End of unit assessments 

20 and 30 mark question to test knowledge and 
evaluation. Each done for each unit. 

 

Common 
Misconceptions

 

Mix up between east and west beliefs and actions. 

Separating religion from libertarianism and 
determinism. 

That the two views of Jesus are not believed by all 
Christians. 

 

Wider Reading 

 

YouTube: The Bible Project 

YouTube: Crash Course Philosophy 

YouTube: The Bible Project 

YouTube: Crash Course Philosophy 

 

Cross Curricular 

 

Psychology 

Social Sciences 

Psychology 

Social Sciences 

 


